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: Armstrong, 93,
Founder of
‘the Worldwide

Church, Dies

By RUSSELL CHANDLER,
Times Religion Writer

Herbert W. Armstrong, a pioneer radio
: who used his sales talents to build
" the multimillion-dollar Pasadena-based
. Worldwide Church of God, died early
Thursday at his home in Pasadena. He was
b - §

“died peacefully at 5.59 a.m,
while resting in the favorite chair of his
late wife, Loma,” church spokesman David
Hulme said. The cause of death was

< “basically just the effects of b ing old,

just old age,” Hulme added. “He began to-
suffer with it back in August.”

; His death was announced
~Joseph K. Tkach, director of church ad-
- ministration, was named Armstrong’s suc-

T

“I am in a very physically weakened
" state enduring severe pain and with virtu-
> ally no strength whatsoever,” Armstrong
" wrote church members earlier this week.
' Although television viewers saw video-
‘tapes of Armstrong as recently as last
~ Sunday, he taped his last telecast in
£ August, Hulme said, adding that a decision
* will be made later about whether the taped
- appearances will continue,

The deteriorating physical condition that
« marked Armstrong’s months was in
- marked contrast to the rest of his long and
.* controversial life.

=~ Mysterious, Famous
The jet-setting Armstrong was the patri-
arch of a religious empire often as mysteri-
£ 0US as it was famous. In 1934 he founded
- the Radio Church of God on a shoestring in
" Eugene, Ore. He moved it to Pasadena in
1946, renamed it the Worldwide Church of
- God in 1968 and proceeded to build a lavish
* church headquarters and the Amb d
« College campus near the corner of Orange
Grove Avenue and Green Street.
In addition to the 725-student, four-year
unaccredited Pasadena school, the church
operates a 350-student junior college in Big
# Sandy, Tex., and controls the education-
. and culture-oriented Ambassador Founda-
" tion in Pasad The opulent Ambassad,
.. Auditorium, a pet Armstrong project and a

showplace for performing arts concerts,
* was built for $11 million in 1974,

Armstrong brought in the Vienna Sym-

phony for the auditorium’s debut at a cost
~of $112,000. A year later the foundation
, inaugurated a glittering 64-concert series
featuring world-renowned artists, ;
., Inrecent years, saying stress could put a
- fatal strain on his frail condition, his
‘ attorneys repeatedly tried to keep him
from having to testify in church-related
* ¢ivil suits. Even when he was in good
“'health, Armstrong ducked court appear-
- ances and rarely spoke to the media.
" Armstrong suffered a serious heart at-
tack in 1977, but he remained at the helm of
“. ... Please see ARMSTRONG, Page 34
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